
Shamrock

Introduction to Irish Crochet Lace

Supplies 
• small crochet hook

• 1m of cord – cotton crochet thread 230m/100g

• 12m of thread – cotton crochet thread 

Abbreviations 
in UK terminology (US terms in brackets, where needed)

ch chain stitch

P picot – chain 4, slip stitch back into the underlying dc

dc double crochet (single crochet)

tc treble crochet (double crochet)

dtc double treble crochet (treble crochet)

Page 1



Instructions

Center ring: Wind cord 7 times around (pencil, 
end of crochet hook …), slip the ring off and 
join the working thread. Work into the ring: 2 
dc, p, 10 dc, p, 10 dc, p, 8 dc. Join to first dc 
using a slip stitch.

First Round: take up the cord and * work 15 dc
on the cord alone, miss one picot and another dc
on the ring, work 1 dc in each of the next 7 
stitches, while still working over the cord. 
Repeat from * twice more.

Second Round: Drop cord, * ch 1, work one 
stitch each into the 15 stitches on the loop from 
the previous round, with 1 chain after each 
stitch: 2 dc, 3 tc, 5 dtc, 3 tc, 2 dc. After the last 
stitch, ch 1 and work 1 dc in the middle stitch of
the dc on the ring. Repeat from * twice more.

Third Round: Slip stitch to beginning of 
section. Pick up cord, and work over the cord 
around the shamrock as follows: 2 dc into the 
first chain stitch on the leaf, picot, then continue
working 2 dc into every chain stitch of the 
previous row, with a picot after every third 
stitch. Leave out the picots where the sections 
are joining. 

Stem: After the last leaf, work 1 dc in each 
stitch on the ring. Work 25 dc on the cord alone,
chain 1, turn. Still working over the cord, work 
1 dc in each of the dc of the previous row, 
working only in the back loops. Slip stitch into 
the ring to secure the stem. Cut off yarn.
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Finishing: The cord can be just cut close to the 
work. Secure the ends of the thread. For optimal
results, wet block.

Ideas for use: You could appliqué your 
shamrock onto something green, or finish it as a
brooch.

This pattern is based on figure 27 from the Priscilla Irish Crochet Book No. 1 by Lula M. Harvey, 
copyright 1912 by the Priscilla Publishing Company. You can find online scans of this from the 
Antique Pattern Library (http://www.antiquepatternlibrary.org/html/warm/6-JA034.htm).

Want to learn more about Irish crochet lace and see the real thing? There should be some on display 
at the National Museum of Ireland – Decorative Arts and History at Collins Barracks. 

Here’s a bigger sample I made:

This instruction sheet was created by Constanze Hofmann for an Introduction to Irish Crochet 
workshop at Dublin 2019 – An Irish Worldcon. She’s blogging about her textile adventures at 
https://textiledreamer.wordpress.com/
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